Video transcript: AHPs behind the scenes - exploring the role of a diagnostic radiographer
>>GILLIAN: My name's Gillian Wilson. I'm a diagnostic radiographer and I work for the Golden Jubilee National Hospital just outside Glasgow.
>>GILLIAN: A radiographer uses high-quality imaging equipment to produce images to diagnose injury and illness, and they use various types of equipment including CT, MRI, ultrasound and plain film X-rays as well.
>>GILLIAN: I'd recommend radiography as a career. It's not just taking x-rays. You can go on and develop your skills in another area like reporting or management. Lots of radiographers then do extra qualifications to become ultra sonographers or specialise in a specific area such as MRI or CT.
>>GILLIAN: I think the most important skills for a radiographer are communication. It's extremely important to be able to communicate effectively with your patients. To get the most out of them, you have to be very empathetic. You have to be a problem solver. Each day is different. You have to be able to think on your feet, and you have to have really good attention to detail.
>>GILLIAN: I decided to become a radiographer because I really wanted to work in the healthcare industry. I took a little bit of time during school to do some work experience.
>>GILLIAN: I was very fortunate that one of my parent’s friends was a radiographer, and she introduced me to radiography, and it just piqued my interest. I enjoy being a radiographer very much.
>>GILLIAN: It's a very varied role. Every day is different. The colleagues that I get to work with, the people that I get to work with around the hospital, it's a very multidisciplinary team. It's not just radiographers. We work alongside the consultants, the nursing staff, theatre staff as well.
>>GILLIAN: I think the best part of the role is getting to meet different people every day. The general public are why we're here. We're here to look after them.
>>GILLIAN: There's a big misconception that radiographers are simply button pushers, and that's wrong. Really. It's a very, very much more an interesting career than that.
>>GILLIAN: Lots of different areas of radiography, plain film x-rays, CT scanning, MRI scanning ultrasound, [and] lots of radiographers work within a cardiac catheter lab.
>>GILLIAN: We go to theatre. We go to the wards with various bits of equipment. Some people go into mammography, so it's a very, very varied and wide career.
>>GILLIAN: There are radiographers that report X-rays as well, and some go on to be consultant radiographers.
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