Video transcript: AHP return to practice in Scotland – Nicole, Practice Supervisor

[MUSIC]
>>NICOLE: My name’s Nicole. I’m a podiatrist, and I’ve supported 3 returners to practice.
>>NICOLE: A practice supervisor for return to practice practitioners is a role that involves practice-based learning and facilitation of that learning within a clinical environment. Whenever I was a student, I really enjoyed the environment, the learning style, and the teaching style provided within podiatry, and it’s kind of something I wanted to give back to current students and future students.
>>NICOLE: It’s a really different experience working with return to practice podiatrists as opposed to podiatrist students, because they’ve already undergone their undergraduate degree, they’ve got all that prior learning, and they’ve got life experience as well.
>>NICOLE: My current role is a practice educator, so that prior experience helped me when supporting the return to practice podiatrists, and it’s not that it’s an essential thing that you have to have, however, it helped me be confident in framing questions, providing that challenge and support in an appropriate way, that someone’s going to get a really fruitful learning experience.
>>NICOLE: What I enjoyed about being a return to practice supervisor was supporting that learning journey and seeing them go from pre-registration from their HCPC to now gaining employment.
>>NICOLE: We had a lot of support from managers [and] we were given enough time before patient sessions to go over tutorials. After the session, again we had a tutorial where we would meet up. We would talk about what went well, what didn’t go well, and how we’re going to maintain the things that are going well and how we’re going to maybe change and adapt what didn’t go so well. Was it a gap in knowledge? Was it confidence? Was it [a] skill we had to focus on in terms of assessments or treatment?
>>NICOLE: I think it’s important to offer supervised practice to returnees because you’re getting that real-life experience. You’re able to really apply that theoretical learning into practice, so you’ve got that opportunity to get hands-on and clinical, and that’s a really rich learning experience for people.
>>NICOLE: I prepared for providing supervised practice by going on to the Turas website and undertaking the module called “Becoming a Practice Educator”. It made me think about the types of questions I’d be wanting to ask, think [about] the type of learners that people are as well and how to best support them.
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